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Microscopic theoretical model of critical state for granular materials

. -1 2
QIN Jian-min’, ZHANG Hong-wu
(1. Research and Development Center of the Civil Engineering Technology, Dalian University, Dalian, Liaoning 116622, China;
2. State Key Laboratory of Structural Analysis for Industrial Equipment, Dalian University of Technology, Dalian, Liaoning 116024, China)

Abstract: Critical state is an important phenomenon exhibited in granular materials. Numerical simulations of two-dimensional
particulate arrays are carried out using granular discrete element method based on void cells. The numerical simulation results are
analyzed in detail to reveal the critical state from the viewpoint of microscopic geometric fabric. Based on the dilatancy of granular
materials the micromechanical theoretical model of critical state in terms of valence is proposed. An implicit relationship between
valence and plastic shear strain is obtained. The solution of the theoretical model confirms well with the numerical results. The
important conclusion is drawn as follows: the parameters related to the microscopic theoretical model, including the critical valence
and the plastic shear strain corresponding to critical state, are dependent on the microscopic properties such as the particle shape,
surface friction, the consolidation stress and the initial void ratio of the granular assembly.

Key words: granular materials; microscopic critical state; valence; micromechanical deformation mechanism; void cell

| B = FErf, Seiik T CLRHREAR . B LA AN R A BTk
APl UEAER, I FRRAS (M B A S NS

TR RIAE e e p R I AR L S ki 2 BT C Y RIS, i AL BRLL T LA
1704 A7 AE E'WU%%*ﬁ‘a‘ﬂﬁ@~"$%ﬁ)ﬁ“1 RALBRA B IR FCRESSH, HEfB T RES

CARD oA, IS SRS TR 2 X T45 e kb

RFE, B TEIL B — i B, @LAliilJﬁ
AR ALBREE Y s FRALBR LD, s b 13 1
PRFUARTTBE N B0 R R A s, XM S FLBR LG 11
5 WIHFLE L TC . Schofield A1 Wroth 7E I FIk
S —Pel, IEFREAZYIHFLBR )
S, OV N SEA R Y T ORI AR A T

Wk H . 2009-12-01

B, ol w6 P LR Ik g 4 25
ARG FCRE M S a7 T A S K i
i), AHEHAT R E, K2 BOCRAT R e RF AR I 7
ARAEBAT ZOWMR R JZ T Lo AR D AT 2738 ARURLAS
BHAOW AR A BE, R SRS T AR DG BRIt
5To HET Wi THRIE I Rothenburg F1 Kruyt ]
AR, A AT A B CREANEURL ] ) ) 42 i

FEETH . ERARREHES (No.10802014, No.50679013, No.10772041) 5 KIT2%E FIAIHT A1BA A R HRI LA K [ 5 FEA 1 AR5 H (No. 2005CB321704).
WA E A A, 2, 1979 R4, WL, PRI, FZAFUE D S L E S T S TAE . E-mail: ginjm@mail.dlut.edu.cn.



3698 b +

b 2010 4F

HO KRB BHAO ORI FIRZS, JRUFST T
R T EE B AR O i RO 0 G Sl SRR Y
BCQEH0 (RS2 . {EAESCRR[6] 1138 BBt e A7 £
AR B N ARAHIBCR K, AR SR AL R TRO0
T3z, AESRAPEAR TR BOBORE 2 [ R AR S AN
SRAEAR, RUEAT R AR AR, BB
PO BB P CARC RO R AR . I,
SCHR[6]7E R HE T I RE P IR AR B A S B
1M H, DABCA B A RAE S U0 B TR 1%
BT IEARG R TALB T S oy
PR FUBRLAR FITOW A TE I, AN BE AR A
AR AR Z IS H . 3 T A
Wi CREN LB T RIL 0O SRR I FRRES
Ho3 AT T BANBURL I TEAR - T 5T LA B R A 14
1 45 s 7 X SOREAA T 08« AW 3 2 S Py s i
ESCHR[7] AR 2 MBS 2R LT T 0 #r, AR
WA L BN I PR TT et — D g AT .

ASSCREAT XTSRRI G IO RORE B IO
X YEROREAARES T XU s AR ARERE AL LK B
BRPEH A, RN ST SO ARTE S 2B, 4T
TR B I SRS BB AR o AE L IEA, 1,
B HTRORAA TR FLEREL . IS NRE
MR P O SO I RS 15 o
PN NN I A ER D E )

RURLRE B A T2 AR ORL IR I B 52 1 o
THERURLAR N N REASTE IR T AT P — Pl
TR HEI TS, R N R I A TR A2 R
SRR AT L AR I E5 R, ol ALk 224
LAE A7 HICRTRORE IR R Ao FR) 7 T SRRAE o XA 525
BT R AR e ™, JE K Horne!™
i Odal VR JE T Z e, IR BRI AR T 1 2 A
RRET~ S CRHABRIURL T L RE ) 1 FS A BT 1K
I3 MR SRR A R I T LR TSy
125, P IRERACRURL AR 73 Ji BLAN BB ()7 X,
XA JIURE A (1 Jrg B 22 W] DU AN 1 IX SR
S AEHE 2 MOTVET, OV LA B AR AL L kA B
ANFUBRLERRAL o ASSCR 2 T FLIGUML e (1 Ftr 25
HOCTTE, THERONR B ORI LR R,
AN FL B 7T R A 7 T 3 A FEUBORE (8 AR s Bl kv
S MEINE B e R, R IR S N AR
TS LA AR N A TEIR R R, T SORE A 1
EINTg, HAR SR SCRR[7]

L HEORE A K SO A 40 G A RT B R BORE - (T
RO #Rfl Gl LB IIT Gl My, Wil 1

B e AL T iR R, BLS, . S, A
Sy RN AL T I EAb U 8 730 A 31 4 FT 50 %)
TAH IR SRR, SLSUR TN S, B
AU RIRUREL P 2 18] (9% 28 ] LUK 1 (¥ Euler
AR

S-U+P=0 O

B 1 BRI A FLBR A TG

Fig.1 Particles in contact and the corresponding void cell

AR 1 000 ANBEHLHES IRBURLEE T XU
EEACIERE S BISAW b vk v b S N P/ YN 0 W et AN
FERV NI R b, ORI 1) v DAEL S P 3
JEN, SRR ) P ] IR AL KN ) oy R
el 8. BORIRLARAE (0.45 ~ 1.4)d,, 2 A BENLS>
A, Horhdy, RRORAR R TR ERAT . 0 BN BT 0k,
WA R R ) e B8 ISP S Gy o B I EU(E R
0.6~1.00, AYSFRHC, =1.69. H, HERH
RN ol k, R, [ BRI A K, &,
DAV T A, D) ) o D 55 9 1)l D1 B 1)
A &,/ k, = 0.5 BURARRIAILARAS ABENL. %)
[P, DY R B 4 A, LA BRI FE )
AR

N T RAERTRAR I ZWBY T AW, % S3C
H AR SR

p=(0,,+0y)/2
q=(0y—0y,)/2 2)

&, =&, 1&y
V=8~ &,

Ref: po g BN TRIN RN D: o, 2,5
B S RTPN K RRN AR, g o 2, S5
YIRS RS

L2 45 T PR 1 = 0.5 I BB i 91
A 1 570 I 7 X i o 8 D18 b
g/ p TUBRLLIOAS LI R, MBI ) b 5
A 1 2(a) T LA . HESUS R R A7



12

IR RO EH RO I SRS B A 3699

BOLRER A LA B AT il AR
NT0.025%I0 D, IR oA PR RERSE To bk,
B NI T, W B, IR RIS &
AR, ACBLG AA) A A  ehT o SR () A
1, BN RE RS R, R AT
B N2t — P AT, N H Ik R IR RS
AR o HEBBUE BB S KB VTN g BER TR
AR RORLARFREL AH P A I RS BB E AR R
HAT ARG SLBR L IRBURE (A, AEAR TR It ik 2]
LR, JF HALB P R A . IX LIRSS
TR R AR IR TR B, BIAE IR FRIR
A&, HEBECE TSGR RO A AT AR ] (1) 558 B AT
FLB L, W S0t B A S AL B L S A0 AR LB LE ook .

08 r
5 06 }—» i R
R
B 04
=
= 02 f =&z
Fiks
0.0
0.0 -0.1 -0.2 -0.3 -0.4 -0.5
by i
(a) Iy E il 2 2
03 r
}—» i TR A
=y
& 02
-3
S
0.1
0.0 -0.1 -0.2 -0.3 -0.4 -0.5

iy ) AR
(b) LB -l ) 3 A 2K

B2 BIYIMN A LA FLRR Lb B i AR AR AL (1=0.5)
Fig.2 Curves of shear stress ratio or void ratio
versus axial strain (1=0.5)

FEXUR AN BRI > 1) Hs A5 A T AN 170 2 K
AR, SUESLBIRITRIR GbreE. L
BRIETCHIRAN NEO 3. 183 a1 R i
SERE B AE P A . IR A, AEIN#
DA =1b1d= S S s AL Vo S G G S
Ja—HERFEE KBS, HRERIRFOURE, REF
A B ENI TR, BCE NUGRA BURLARIR 4%
ful AN B AR IR 1 o XMW AL S5 L S W 1 R
R TR A Z UG FLB LI 5 o

Bl 4 gt T HES B0 R BURE AR XU g
SN b e Ui i R S el R S AN L S

LU, FEIE ARGk B, FLE IR ICH S H i),
HEERIFERT B, I, RAESLBIE TR AL
B FLRR T K H DL S B AE AR TR BRI
BT ARUE .

557 }—» i PR

5.0
T 45t
40

Fefd

35

3.0

000  -001 002 -003 -004 -0.05
BIY)NAR
B3 EalbreiEsT IR

Fig.3 Curves of valence versus shear strain

1700

?

< 1300

g

2

§ 900

—J

Mo
500 1 1 1 1 ]
000 -0.02 -004 -0.06 -008 -0.10

b1 A
4 FLERALT AN SR B R 2R AL

Fig.4 Curve of number of void versus axial strain

it L B o SRR 0 A T LA
FPYLAINHR: B, PR T DU SRR
R FOIRAS, XA T a] LUR I FLRSUN o 5
HOT IO A BERE IR FRR A I T-BL ik,
P FL RSO oAl s K UK A P 38 85 A X P #8211
Pl B 7 HZAEH], BB TR R T
BNy st OREER A A TR I PR 2 I Py B A
WS AN B RS — PRI

3 SO SR A BT AR R

FEXCE NG RE T, 1 T ROREAAE K 1) B
FREERZING, UL A AR K 18] (A &I UL AT 12 fid
Bz, B AL T 4y ) EARR ., AR
Ko FARBURLAEIT AT TR NI T ) (A
P47 1) B RAEARE T o Jm B LI oo (KA A
AUH LB IETT I, R T RURLRRHE XU N 2%
R R R (I ROWARTEAILAR T2 Ao FR) s A
AT (RO 51 N A A AAL I R E R 3R
TAEE L, AT RO RN LA,
A DL RS RO 1412 fik AR A e OREA¢ P 2 oo >
et



3700 b +

b 2010 4F

FEXCIN B RE AT A A — AR
(IR NAR, 53— A B (R PR A AR o A i) R o
A - EURORE 1A A AN TR AR, AT 5 2
RIARSE R IANERE s [AIINF, 510 (0 P 45 3 T AL A
(AT T, BLARIIE S5 A8 SOA BB AR E IR -
HUBTREA RHIITOW 75 22 WL RT 0, U 0k (1 4
RS AN B A A T HBURE R B AT i B, kLA
A TEA R T HVERT B Ml Ul ORLE A
A R o PR SR AR TN, DA, AR SCAE
B ATE G e A LT R AR, I e 5
PERY A ER 3 IR DR« HE T 3CHR6], 72 LU R i ig T,
R S o A SR MR 2 Ak 0] T8 B8GR5 1
P, JOPIA TN AR AT hrA 7 ] 1 S R AR 5y
JFRFRE .

B AE AR TR R, OB R B Aot HORn
EAIDE R L VS e Gl E S

dU" =-ade)} (3)

dU™ = Bde’ (4)

AP dU . dUT B IES. B TAEASCE BT
P RLE IR Sy IS4 N R i, BTEAAESR (3)
THTT o OB RS, s
Ao I AT R A IR, I A bR R B
W TR WLIENE WA deP S EAE AL A AL A 1
FEXUH Sk ae T, RN ARG . BT N AR
MPEPER o AL Z TR R R AT R A

de? =de) +dsgf
dy” =de’” —de? (5
de? =-Ddy®

A DI,
(5 R3]

dg:%a—me

. (6)
da:—EU+DMW
B (6) AN (3). (4), ATLIFEE
N 1
du =—aza—znmﬂ
D

arz—ﬁ%a+0mw

HBIYIARIEAE B E (RN, 0K AAIE B RS E
& BRI SR, IEINA D=0, 1Mk

fi N EORFFH A, R

dU=dU+—dU’=—a%d}/p+ﬁ%dy"=0 (8)

IR R, a=8. Bk, B30l
ATLAR IR A
dU =dU" -dU™ =aDdy® (9

MRHEIC (1), AT LA R AR B A i B 119 5C

RN

vt (10)
7

-2

A Z=20/8, Tl PO BORLAR R
NG AL

BB D SRS B Z e K, WARIR O D =
D(Z) - T R0RE A 21 SRS, IR 0,
BT D(Z,) =0 %, L Z 2 i SRl i e 1
. ¥ D(2) 1t Z, T TRIETT, RORE S —
i, AL

D(Z)=kZ~-Z,)

AP k.

R (8) B %a M B HIHE, WRIEAF
WILAHER (HRLAR ) DEM #5458, 20 Sl i
o T HEA B R S L, RIYIR LAl 4 Z, =3
I, PS8 Rl A St it o 2 B D) N AR (1 AR A B 5
FT7R e FERIUEINEB B, FIORLAA 1) A 8 25 7 i A
E, PR B — ELORREE 3 A4, A
RATIR, WA IEMER, Bk, o f B
0. YBIYINAR KT 1.235%I0, Bl 45 8 Bon i
R Py A AL R AE TR B2 AR, BURIHES K 6(a)
(R IE /NI TEHES A2 1 B 6(b)I DU HES » ER
INOASTE N, PR B R 3 AR 4. FEIXAND
TIEM BN, el i 241 Lol RECIE R K.

BT HS R (Z,=3) L, BATER
BB R, HHERIECE I, ROk A P R o0

QD)

45
® 40 t
S
=
E( 35 |
@
B- 3.0 F
2.5
0.00 -001 -0.02 -0.03 -0.04 -0.05 -0.06
SR By DN AR

Bs5 Z=3 HrEmirR
Fig.5 The evolution of the average valence
versus plastic shear strain when Z;=3



12

IR RO EH RO I SRS B A 3701

(a) Z=3

(b) Z=4

B 6 ERMNHES] IR i

Fig.6 Regular granular assemblies
with equal sized particle

BRI LR, B, o ARSI
12 5 NG R I R S M DI O . 5 RE 2
LA DA P8 FR SO0 8 ) T LIGHEE 3d fh B R o, A
U, B o Rz m s, Ma=a(2). £
PIE="SUREL A i S S AN R S T PN

g5ty UL Exr R R s Ees HES) (B Z, =3 10
oM, o AT RARIS B T 1) BERR AL

a(Z)=0, Z2=2Z

(12>
4 % Z>Zmin }

A (12) H “oc” FIRRIELL,
B (10 ~ (12) KA (9, 53]

a(Z)

dz

e 0’ %I Z= Zmin
dy?
g \7 2y (13
G _cZoZ)ED
d}/p 8 Z- Zmin

e e HHEL AT M BT D) N AR I AR 4L

M (13D Rl BLER], MZ >z, I, il
Mgt A R B D AR TE AR i £ TR bR ) T8
TR, EXHE S s H e O B 45 R AT
20 (13D &yt T Bl B A B 1 B 1) AR ) B ok
R, ESENIREMMBEIEOLR, KRR TR
2 (13D, BIVAT 73 2 3 fh A7 Bk B 28 1 B D) 3 AR R Ak
JUY
4 iR o

Bl 3 MBS EOT S R (NN Z,, <Z < Z,
L) CghH, B aE S50 1) AR IR 06 R AS &
BRI AR TRV B, Bl B S —
BUUNW TR, REA R ETHER, Bl g —
AN EAEAE. el (13) h, Bz <Z<Z W,
Bl B O T BT D) N A B R A AT S
(13 M RIFATIVER, e s ioc il

SR, S e i B R BT D) N AR O
Fo N T HEEIEARICHR Y, XTI I RORE (A
g EEGRE, RN REAR ], EEGR I
TREF oy, A H R PIASTT 1] A Y A AT DL 2o 280
B LB R, B

jdcrz
e, =—-—
E (14)
jvda2
e =—"——
E

PR AE XN 28 K15 18] BRI ) PR
ANAZ, BT LK i RS AR MR L PR A EE A
B AT DU % 8 TR T7 1 SRR E
AAFA by, T DA S Z AT AR i B R AR
e, R
_do,
_dg
de,
de,

K7 25 0 T AR AR = 0.5 I HE 9 B0% 1 90 5
TERRLAR TN EEMN I Coy, /oy, ) HNARRR
R AT A AN E BT B (R ik . NIRRT LA
tH, TCENFVERE (LLEd, /k, ®3) 1EIN#E
IR BCA N3 (0.666~0.669), AR5 T4
o AFAEIXP LN ISR, AERIARAR TR B
45575 16) (R 5 LA 7 Tl A BT 22, 5 1)

0.00  -001 -0.02 -003 -004 -0.05
Ay i) AR
(a) hn. EREE Lk

E
15

i N g b

PPEHEEL ka
[]

®efoocs 0 o
0.00 -0.05 -0.10 -0.15 -0.20  -0.25
B AR
(b) FtER
B 7 HEFIBOCE VR FERORL AR NS EVE R A T
Fig.7 Loading-unloading curves of elastic constant vs.
shear strain for dense oval assembly




3702 b +

2010 4F

SRS RS KSR R Rt Ky
FREEIZAK, SLBRELIE K, S EUZR g H .
X (14) BEVRIBIFER >, BN 25 5 Y
AR BRI A 2PN 5 1) L R AR

AT RAEEIR BN (13) ZER, ARig it
177 —R5 Y OB e BE ST, %
JE T ARG SLBR b R BRI T, ORI TEAR |
i o UL AR B b A B PR i, JF e P o i T A
[ O R BB o IHETSOL, LRI T oS
KOS ¢ fERIEE .

B8 il Tl (13) FlE BT EUE BT
B AR S B2 R BT DI N AR I A R . IR
LA, 0 AN R AR ORI AR S s
I SLBR EERI NG 0, Hefil i S AR A 1 R A7 12N
fadh: BEHE LA RE BT, i g% H b
WK, HEIERRUES, B RIE R AL,
HIAS il SR A B . - AURBTRL AR I 2 8L K
BRHRA o fi. WA Z, TS 0
R 1o AELLEFrA IR T, mEEERE (13D
AN G AR B9 21 (1 45 SR A 15 3L

13D Z BB AGEHE 1), DG
TS EZ N e W BURAR I PRt BRAER 1
(¥l S Ak A 5 Z, RO PT LUACEIL, Wi R B A
AT RORAA I WI A S EL, (ESROREIR . Kii
JESENE 5T LUK BURLARIR B A7 5% . FTRAE 21, [ TE
(1 e S A A SR 5 ey N B PR 15 s e
PEBEZRHOBOR, i S O SO . iR A e mT
DU e HUBURLAR (1 W AERUE PE A1, R, T DAAS
&8 FEIR IR, N AREUE PES UKL AR
R TH1 EE A TR RORE A 147 [ s AT K o

HALR 1 R fBL, JFEi &P 8 PR dn
BEMAR IR R DURIL, 438 S SRS I A2
BIYINAR (Bhy, o) BOK, XN ¢ fEdseh.
HALR | B FOBRLAR AT ¢ (A BL, HEPIBus
Ay BN, o (ORI R0R A4 L R B
FURLAAT ¢ oK. DAL, PRI EEE, 7Efh s
PERIFEIRTSEOL B, RALBEE . /NE S UKL A (5
JEIS, UL AL Bl SRS, XN 2 BT )
WA N . AEASC R NE S Collk, =1x10)
Ny e FMUEHEEIL TS L.

XTHIGEHES S E NS (B 6 (a)) I
T, BRRRRNTES oo 2R BUE 45 R L
B9 o, WEEOIWIG . (AERRRE, ik
WEEHE T 3 0, 30 (13D PR o T EEIUEAR
KA fE R R T 5T RARILRC .

= — u=0.5DEM
sy 4.0 —— u=0.5 #ig
—— u=0.3 DEM
35 — u=03 S
3.0 .
000  -0.02 -0.04 -006 -0.08 -0.10
YEVERT L) AR
(a) TR T TBURLAAR AN ] PR 458 3R 4
5.5
5.0
#®
£ 45
=
=40 —— u=0.5DEM
# — =05 Hif
35 —— p=0.3 DEM
— u=03Hip
3.0 L . .
0.00 002 -004 -006 -008 -0.10
YA DI RNAR
(b) TN IR T RURLAR AN ] PR 458 2 4
55
RO CBEEISE DI SOTNOTEOO
50 [ S et OB eomrenomee ik
% 45 1 — GOR/k, =4x10" DEM
:{% 40 I8 o oR/k, =4x10* i
35 — OR/k, =1x10"DEM
’ o OR/k, =1x10"#iE
3.0 1 1 1
0.00  -0.02 -004 -006 -008 -0.10
YA B YI AR
(c) [ATERURLAR AN ] ] s
5.5
5.0
® y
& 4.5 —— i, DEM
g 40 — G, #ig
® —e— /¢, DEM
35 — W, ®i
3.0 L

0.00  -0.02 -004 -006 -008 -0.10
SAVERT OISR
(d) AN[RURLEAR

#®

§ —— 5 DEM

= 40 — FSHER

# —— FifA DEM
3.5 — AR
3.0

0.00  -002 -004 -006 008 -0.10
SATERT U1V AR
(e) IRELTERURL A AR ) 4R LR LE

E 8 HEidEhtirie S B EUTHERIIH LR

Fig. 8 Comparisons of the valence between the theoretical
and numerical results



12

IR RO EH RO I SRS B A

3703

R1 BRI SHUREREA PN o, ZAH

Table 1 The parameters of the granular specimens

and the value of ¢, Z_ in the theoretical model

N , ol
BRRBE e ;4m4 i Z Z c
wez, WK 012 4 0.5 3.876 4919 200
WS, B 012 1 0.5 3.989  5.152 450
wez, WK 012 1 0.3 3.989 4825 450
£ o] 7 0.12 1 0.3 3341 4.409 300
£ o] 7 0.12 1 0.5 3341 4.906 300
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Fig.9 Comparisons of the valence between the theoretical
and numerical results with Z,=3
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